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Abstract 
One aspect of multi-party politics in Nigeria and Africa in general continues to be party switching. 

Political observers in Nigeria continue to be divided over the persistent practice of the phenomenon 

in the Fourth Republic, which is based on politicians’ lust for power. This situation vividly supports 

the claim that political parties and politicians in Nigeria lack party ideologies. This study examines 

party switching in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic, between 2015 and 2021 with a view to establishing 

the pattern of occurrence as well as implications for democratic sustainability in Nigeria. Data 

were gathered from both primary and secondary sources. Authors contributed immensely to the 

whole write-up. In analysing the data, descriptive statistics and qualitative analysis were used. 

However, findings from this study revealed that party switching is more prevalent at the National 

level and the movement of politicians revolves around the ruling party in the quest for political 

gains between 2015 and 2021. Furthermore, this study ascertained that the implication of party 

switching for Nigeria’s democracy is detrimental; hence, it aims at distorting democracy and 

weakening the spirit of opposition party politics in the country. This study will be beneficial to 

students, researchers, political parties, politicians, CSOs/NGOs and the general body of literature. 

This study draws a conclusion and suggests that in order to combat the threats party switching 

poses to the viability of democracy in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic, policies like internal party 

democracy, party discipline, party and political ideology, as well as value reorientation, should be 

taken into account. 

Keywords: Party Switching, Political Parties, Party Ideology, Democracy, Democratic 

Consolidation. 

Introduction 
A strong and functional democracy and democratic process are centred on the institutions defined 

as political parties. Political parties set the conditions for elite competitiveness, providing and 

defending voters with additional options (Friedrich, 2010:1). The fact that the democratic system 

won't be able to function without strong political parties and a workable party system highlights the 

crucial role that political parties play in the process of governance and democracy (Friedrich, 

2010:1). Political parties have evolved into an essential component of democracy and are essential 

to how liberal democracies carry out their governance. Historically, in any democratic society, 

political parties are perhaps the most relevant intermediary group (Friedrich, 2010:1). They act as a 

conduit between the government and its people, although not in all cases. 
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In modern-day democracies, political parties are not only confined to representing the interests of 

the bourgeoisie, but also the general citizens, because they are an institutionalised alliance for both 

the ruling classes and the people (Friedrich, 2010:1). They have laws, systems, processes, and above 

all, philosophy, values, and ideals that govern their operations. Such political influences of the 

parties see them working within the established legal structures specifying membership, structure, 

positions and duties, fiscal basis and operational discipline and rules. In 1999, after twenty-nine 

years of military rule, Nigeria had another chance for democratic rule, but the transition thus 

revealed several problems in the structure. 

However, the present political parties in Nigeria are viewed as entities deprived of ideological 

propensities and are primarily recognised for their lack of ideas and also controlled by a relatively 

small number of people with which to compromise and compete for their material advantages 

(Oyovbaire, 2007). Indeed, multiparty democracies need multiple parties, where one serves as the 

ruling party and others as oppositions and alternatives (Aleyomi, 2013). Conversely, Third World 

countries such as Nigeria face a major and persistent problem: frequent occurrence of party 

switching among elected political actors which tend to impede democratic consolidation. 

The phenomenon of party switching is not new in Nigeria’s party politics. Party switching has been 

synonymously used with concepts such as party defection, party decamping, party jumping, carpet-

crossing, and party hopping (Blunt, 1964; Malthora, 2005; Mbah, 2011; Fashagba, 2014). The 

choice of the term ‘party switching’ for this study is simply because it is a newly operationalised 

concept by the authors which aptly described the “act of changing political parties” by politicians 

as against other terms like ‘defections, jumping, carpet-crossing, etc.’ as evident in literature which 

the authors regarded as being overused given today’s political realities and development. The 

practice pre-date independence, such as in the defunct Western Region House of Assembly when 

several members of the defunct National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon (NCNC) decamped 

overnight to the old AG, Action Group in 1951 (Fashagba, 2014). The First, Second, and Third 

Republics encountered reoccurring issues as a result of this one political incident. 

The fundamental characteristic of these times is that party flipping followed inclinations in terms of 

ethnicity and religion. In addition to the vices connected to the First, Second, and Third Republics, 

the Fourth Republic parties appear to be characterized by the combined factors of the earlier 

republics coupled with indiscipline and are made up of odd bedfellows, which is a reflection of the 

ideological emptiness of the parties. 

Since the return to democratic rule in 1999, the unrelenting practices of party switching in Nigeria 

have taken an unthinkable nature. It has become a commonplace and an integral part of Nigeria’s 

political space. It has already been accurately described as ‘political prostitution’, which is rapidly 

becoming the symbol of democracy in Nigeria (Chang, 2009). It is fair to say that political party 

switchers or defectors are perceived as ‘political prostitutes’ lacking political principles, morals, 

conscience and lack of political philosophy to take up the cause of governance for the welfare of 

people and the country’s political growth (Chang, 2009). 
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Literature has shown that the phenomenon of party switching is not a respecter of how long a nation 

has been practising democracy, as it is evident in both developing and developed democracies, such 

as the United States, The United Kingdom, Nigeria, etc. (Chang, 2009). However, the only 

difference is the degree of its frequency which varies from one country to another. For instance, 

Evans and Hadley (2010) argued that from the 1940s to the 1990s, there were only 20 switchers in 

the American Congress. On the other hand, the relentless act of party switching in Nigeria is often 

recorded among members of the government. From 2012 to 2014 only, over 48 cases of party 

switching were recorded among political leaders in Nigeria (Joseph, 2014). 

The frequency and persistence of party switching in the Fourth Republic of Nigeria have been 

adduced to myriad reasons, including the existence of party creation, the supremacy of political 

authority, and political patronage and pre-bendalism, inter alia. Broadly speaking, the holistic view 

of party switching seems to indicate an autocratic pattern that is tilting towards a one-party system 

in the country which poses detrimental effects on the hard-earned democracy and democratic 

process in Nigeria. Thus, party switching demonstrates how far political ideology and values are 

missing in political parties in Nigeria. This phenomenon is increasingly rendering democracy in the 

Fourth Republic a parody and seriously undermines the spirit of opposition politics in checkmating 

the ruling party.  

However, studies have extensively discussed events, consequences, factors and explanations for 

switching parties across countries. Literature evidence indicates broad involvement with party-

switching problems at both Federal and State levels in Nigeria. Nevertheless, there is a limited 

attempt at espousing the pattern of party switching and consequences for democratic consolidation 

in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic between 2015 and 2021, hence this study. 

Conceptual Review 
It is essential to perform a semantic analysis of several key terms related to this study in order to 

better understand it. Because many of the terms used in politics—including the term “politics”—

have been defined differently by various individuals or academics, it is important to note that the 

majority of these terms are generally regarded as “essentially contested concepts”. However, this 

study will adopt definitions of words and concepts that are important to its main points. 

Democracy 
There is no widely accepted definition of the concept of democracy since various forms of 

democracy have evolved over the years. Perhaps the Gettysburg Address given by Abraham Lincoln 

in 1864 is a useful starting point to grasp the essence of democracy. During the civil war in America, 

Lincoln championed the values of what he termed “rule of the people, by the people and for the 

people” (Bernard, 1998). Dicey (1905) in his work, ‘Laws and Opinion in England’, regarded 

democracy as a system of government where the popular view decides the rule. In his view, “in a 

democracy, enforcing laws that are not accepted by the people would be unwise” (Dicey, 1905:448).  

To Bryce (1921), democracy is a governmental system, whereby the majority rules by voicing their 

supreme will through polling. Government test is the well-being of the people (Bryce, 1921). 
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According to Almond, Powell, Strom and Dalton (2004), democracy is defined as a form of 

government where people enjoy a number of fundamental human rights and in which their key 

political officers are voted into office in open elections and are ultimately responsible under the 

legal system. What gives significance to democracy is citizens’ freedom to participate freely and 

choose their representatives.  

The degree of people’s participation in the decision-making process is connected with the type of 

government policymaking. The lack of these components prevents any democratic activities (Ake, 

2003). This study would be aligning with the conception of democracy by Schumpeter (1990) which 

clearly states that decision-makers attain the position of power through the struggle for people’s 

vote. This assertion is typical of Nigeria’s democracy, where political officeholders are elected 

through a competitive struggle for people’s votes. 

Political Parties 
Political parties are organised groups in their simplest form, though, whose main intention is to 

compete, win an election, and take control of the state power. Each political party’s primary aim is 

to take control of government power. Edmund Burke (cited in Ojo, 2008), defines a political party 

as “the unified group of men for advancing the national interest on certain common values on which 

they are all agreed” (Chikendu, 2003:24). From another viewpoint, Johari (2008) considers political 

party as a power-gaining mechanism. Political party, he notes, is a forum, or mechanism for taking 

part in the power struggle. He proclaimed that “a political party is an association which mobilises 

the support of people at election time; it is a mechanism for aggregating interests which requires 

vociferous articulation” (Johari, 2008:423). Heywood (2002) claims that a political party is a group 

of people organised for the purpose of gaining power through elections or other means. He also 

refers to four features that typically differentiate between political parties and other groups, 

including, political parties engage in the exercise of power by gaining political offices; are structured 

organisations with a standard membership card; usually take a broad emphasis on each of the major 

government policy areas, and; shared unified political views and a general social ideology to various 

degrees.  

The narrative and scope of the above conceptions indicate that the prime objective of political 

parties is to consistently win elections in order to unite and dominate national governing bodies. 

Given the definitions above, it is clear that ideology is simply unavoidable for political parties. There 

is a saying that whenever a group of people are together, something must be uniting them, which, 

apart from interests in rewards, must include confidence in their mutual ability to accomplish their 

intended goals, and such confidence must be built on some common principle or values, belief or 

creed (Webb, David, & Holliday, 2002). Ideology is therefore the single variable that separates one 

political party from others in its existence and orientation. Therefore, political parties without 

ideology are an anomaly, as it claims that such an association has no clear sense of purpose for some 

collective good (Webb, et al., 2002). 

Party Switching 
In any political system, party defection or switching takes place. It is an important part of the 

political process and a global reality (Malthora, 2005; Janada, 2009). The switching of parties could 
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be seen as an act of changing political parties. Thus, the shift from one party to another is an act of 

defecting. Nonetheless, specific nomenclatures used synonymously for ‘party switching’, such as 

‘floor crossing’, ‘carpet-crossing’, ‘group-hopping’, ‘party defection’ and ‘canoe-jumping’ 

(Malthora, 2005; Janada, 2009). A switcher in politics is a person who renounces loyalty to one state 

in exchange for allegiance to another, in such a manner that the first state considers to be 

unconstitutional (Nokken & Poole, 2002). More generally, it includes leaving a person to whom one 

is bound by some bond of allegiance or obligation, cause or doctrine. The word is synonymous with 

traitor, particularly if the defector brings in secrets or personal information. Okwaraji (2010) assert 

that party switchers are political prostitutes without political principles, ethics or consciences who 

disregard political ideology to promote leadership. In Blunt’s (1964) words, he describes party 

switching as a situation where a representative of a legislature voted into power on a particular party 

label and switched his or her political affiliation before a subsequent national election. Awofeso and 

Irabor (2016) thus describe political switchers as political prostitutes deprived of the principles of 

democracy, morality, and void of ethical politics (Awofeso & Irabor, 2016:34). 

As a way of synthesising these various views of scholars on party switching, one thing is vivid, 

despite their divergent perspectives on what constitutes the concept of party switching, there is a 

point of convergence, they all agreed that a situation whereby a political actor renege his loyalty for 

a political party in favour of another party, whether or not justified, is regarded as party switching. 

But in a situation where personal interest thrives at the detriment of internal democracy, party 

switching poses a great danger to any democracy. 

It is worth noting that party switching is not unconstitutional, but becomes unlawful if such a switch 

is not centred on clear and established evidence of internal conflicts or disagreement or absence of 

ideological agenda. Section 68(1) (g) of the Constitution of Nigeria clearly states that, 

A State or Federal legislator shall vacate his or her seat after having defected to 

another political party of which he or she is a member if being a person whose 

election to the House was supported by a political party before the expiry of the 

term for which that house was elected; given that his membership of the latter does 

not reflect a split in the political party of which he was formerly a member or a 

merger of two or more political parties or groups in which he was supported by one 

of them (CFRN, 1999). 

As a result, it is clearly portrayed in the constitutional provision that although, party switching is 

constitutional but must be premised on the above-stated justification, which the contrary is the case 

with Nigerian politicians. Lending credence to this is the reasons or factors put forward by scholars 

for the persistent practice of party switching in developing countries, especially in Nigeria. These 

factors include; lack of ideology in party formation, poverty of opposition politics, political 

patronage, inter alia (Desposato & Scheiner, 2008; Omotola, 2009; Fashagba, 2014). 
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Empirical Review 

Party Switching and Democratic Implications 
Yakubu and Bamalli (2019) examined the effects of parliamentary carpet-crossing on multi-party 

politics in the Fourth Republic of Nigeria. The study investigated the high prevalence of 

parliamentary cross-carpeting in the 8th National Assembly in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. The study 

claimed that the underlying causes of cross-carpeting, among other factors, are the pervasive lack 

of party ideology, a career in politics, and also the zero-sum nature of governance, hence arguing 

further that the seasonal decamping patterns not only undermine the mechanism of democratisation 

but also pervert the multi-party politics’ tenets and theoretical principles. 

In a similar vein, Edet (2017) examined the politics of defection and its consequences for Nigeria’s 

democracy. The study claims that the 1999 return to democracy in Nigeria culminated in a beacon 

of hope for democratic payoff and declared a golden chance for the nation to chart a new path of 

democratic agenda following years of military domination, but the manner in which Nigeria’s 

politicians switch parties not only posed a threat to democracy but also proceeded to create 

significant political concerns in the midst of the country’s participants and observers. The 

phenomenon of defection has been one of Nigeria’s biggest banes of the democratic process, which 

to the author, has given credence to the lack of concrete ideology and agenda among Nigerian 

political parties. To Edet (2017), the pace at which Nigerian politicians switch from one party to 

another indicates political immaturity, ideological uncertainty, and utter lack of direction within the 

political class. The study further claimed that, in advanced countries such as, the United States of 

America (USA), United Kingdom (UK), Australia, and Germany, party switching are carried out on 

ideological values, unlike in emerging democracies like Nigeria, where the motive for switching 

party is centred on self-interests and greed since the acquisition of political power translates to 

wealth accumulation. Thus, makes Nigerian politicians decamp with no tenable course for their 

action. Therefore, the study found that Nigerian politicians’ baseless party defection has severe 

negative effects on consolidating democratic stability. The act makes Nigeria's democracy a parody, 

negates opposition parties’ principles in the political system, invalidates opposing opinions and 

limits the effectiveness of alternative political choices. 

In addendum, the trajectory of cross-carpeting, otherwise known as party switching, in Nigeria’s 

Fourth Republic and its implications on the democratic engagement of the country was explored by 

Awofeso and Irabor (2016). The study showed that from a historical point of view, cross-

carpeting was geared toward ethnic/religious preference, intra-party rivalry and the political class's 

selfish interest. The study pointed out certain factors in the period of pre-independence and post-

independence (1960-1966) that significantly shaped cross-carpeting, including; ethnic affinity and 

religious choices, among others. The study also explored the personality rivalries that dominated 

the First Republic (1960-1966) between party leadership members and factions, which had a strong 

influence on the cross-carpeting of Nigerian political party leaders. The study established 

that money politics and political influence by the Second and Third Republics gained recognition in 

the political landscape of Nigeria. It was reported that defection or party switching from the whole 

system is unavoidable since every member holding political positions uses the state power to do so. 

These anti-democratic practices combined with the conditions for party creation in the 1999 

transition to democracy, led to the rise of political thuggery and dereliction. Hence, Fourth 
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Republic’s political parties tend to either be devoid of party ideology or indiscipline. The study 

concluded that albeit party defection is a characteristic of multiparty democracy such as Nigeria, 

which can only be important if public officeholders comply with the ‘play law’ which governs cross-

carpeting. The study also indicated that inappropriate cross-carpeting by political players remains 

completely contrary to democratic sustainability. 

In a similar vein, Badejo, et al. (2016) examined Nigeria’s politics of defection and power play, 

insight from the Legislative Chamber of the Seventh House. The study found that the increase of 

party-switching practices in Nigeria becomes very alarming and that it might weaken the nation’s 

efforts to deepen its democracy if there are no strict sanctions against the defectors (switchers). Their 

action was evident in their quest for economic/political advantage and influence in subsequent 

elections. The study showed that the proliferation of defection at all layers of government from one 

political party to the other is starting to cause Nigerians serious political stress, animosity, and a 

source of concern. However, to the authors, this phenomenon would make a parody of the 

developing democracy of the country if not properly controlled by strict laws. The study described 

the absence of internal democracy amongst parties in Nigeria as a significant danger to the country’s 

emerging democracy and gave the space for continuous defection. Conclusively, the study argued 

that party switching posed a detrimental effect on democratic consolidation beneath unjustified 

circumstances of many decamping amongst politicians in both the ruling and opposition party. This 

phenomenon aims at distorting democracy and weakening the spirit of opposition parties as well as 

Nigeria’s restoration of democracy. 

While also reviewing the implication party switching poses to democracy, Martin Goeke (2016) 

explored political stability and peace through Party Engineering; Lesotho’s situation. He argued that 

empirical studies show that well-functioning political parties and institutionalised party systems are 

responsible for a stable democracy and conflict resolution. Surprisingly, no effort has been made to 

reinforce parties by organisational means. The study claimed that Lesotho’s political parties remain 

very poor, and their lack of institutionalisation is a noticeable feature of them. Nonetheless, since 

1993, political parties have been progressing in the formation of a functioning organisation body, 

but they are still marked by a high level of factionalism, rigid organisational structures, distinctive 

personalism, barely distinguishable party agendas and an emphasis on urban areas alone. The lack 

of intra-party democracy as well as the lack of ideological differences between the parties are the 

remaining two major issues. Insufficient public funding for political parties is another reason for 

low organisational ability. The study concluded that the reform process of Lesotho and its preference 

for a Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) model is often cited as an outstanding example of a 

focused institutional structure and a possible alternative to current democratic structures in other 

African countries. After 2002, with the new electoral system and free and fair elections, 

‘opportunities for peace, reconciliation and stability in this country look very positive’. Furthermore, 

the floor crossing rule has proven to be an effective means of protecting opposition parties and their 

number of parliamentary seats. It plays an important role for the writer in the preservation and 

restoration of democracy. 

Similarly, in contemporary US southern legislatures, Mckee and Yoshinaka (2015) studied party 

switchers. The authors conducted a study of Southern State lawmakers who, between 1992 and 
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2012, changed their party affiliation. The study noted that the overwhelming majority went from 

being Democrats to being Republicans, and this transition exacerbated political politics by pushing 

the Republican Party further to the right and Democrats to the left. The study examined the factors 

that influence the probability of a Democratic office-holder moving to the Grand Old Party (GOP) 

with the use of electorate, electoral and situational information on switchers and non-switchers. The 

study found that Southern Republicanism’s traditional demographic factors, such as ethnicity and 

education, actually have a significant impact on the probability of acceptance of the GOP tag. 

Furthermore, the destructive impact of redistricting leads to changes, as does a shift in the elected 

governor’s party. The results of the study indicated that party switching is a reaction to several 

factors at the district level and the broader political background in the country. The study concluded 

with a discussion of why growing political polarisation and the development of the Southern GOP 

is likely to prevent potential party changes that have a major impact on the process of 

democratisation. 

As a corollary, Dassonneville (2014) studied the relationship between political complexity and 

electoral volatility, while taking a cursory look at the nature of electoral volatility in the German 

election campaign in 2009. The study argues that, depending on when switching is evaluated, the 

impact of complexity on vote switching may vary. The study indicated that consideration had to be 

given to several specificities in this background. Substantial amount of switching can be expected 

among the highly sophisticated parties. The study adduced many factors as to why high complexity 

rates increase the likelihood of switching parties before the campaign but not during the campaign 

period. First, highly sophisticated political voters decide for which party to vote sooner. Therefore, 

if these voters decide to switch parties from one election to another, it can be assumed that they will 

do so early. Second, high rates of sophistication empower voters during the election against the 

impact of political messages. Therefore, both factors may become more relevant as the Election Day 

approaches and the campaign unfolds. The study concluded that the findings for the German 

Elections in 2009 showed that political sophistication increased the likelihood of switching parties 

before the campaign started. 

Methodology 
Consequently, to execute the research objectives, this study adopted a descriptive survey design. 

Study area is Nigeria, with the primary respondents drawn from Abuja, Nigeria’s capital. Primary 

and secondary sources of data collection were used in this study. On the one hand, primary data was 

obtained via semi-structured interview and structured questionnaires. One-hundred and thirty (130) 

questionnaires were randomly distributed to respondents comprising the National Working 

Committee (NWC) members selected from political parties that won at least a seat in the National 

Assembly in the 2019 General Elections. This is to reduce the number of political parties, since there 

are many registered political parties in Nigeria, albeit some have been deregistered now by the 

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). The breakdown of the sample size using 

Research Advisors’ (2006) sampling formula at 5% Margin of Error is as follows: All Progressives 

Congress (APC) (14 respondents), Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) (8 respondents), All 

Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) (17 respondents), African Democratic Congress (ADC) (9 

respondents), Peoples’ Redemption Party (PRP) (13 respondents), Action Alliance (AA) (19 

respondents), Social Democratic Party (SDP) (10 respondents), Labour Party (LP) (24 respondents), 
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Allied Peoples’ Movement (APM) (6 respondents) and Young Progressive Party (YPP) (10 

respondents). Twenty (20) key respondents were purposively selected for interview. The breakdown 

of the respondents goes thus; one (1) respondent each from the aforementioned political parties, two 

(2) respondents from INEC, two (2) respondents from academics based on expertise, one (1) 

respondent each from four Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) affiliated with the subject 

matter and lastly, two (2) respondents from the Media. Data garnered via interview were thematic-

content analysed while data gathered through questionnaire were analysed using relevant descriptive 

statistics. On the other hand, secondary data was gathered from textbooks, published and 

unpublished thesis/dissertations, journal articles, the internet, newspapers and magazines. 

Data Presentation, Analyses and Interpretation 
This section present analyses and interprets the data collected from the respondents during fieldwork 

conducted for this study. This study collected data via both questionnaire and interview instruments. 

Pattern of Party Switching in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic between 2015 and 2021 
Following the collection of data and analyses, this study result revealed that 68 (52.3%) of the 

respondents strongly agreed that party switching is more prevalent at the National level compared 

to the State level between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria. 35 (26.9%) respondents agreed that party 

switching is more prevalent at the National level compared to the State level between 2015 and 2021 

in Nigeria, 10 (7.7%) respondents were indifferent, 12 (9.2%) and 5 (3.8%) respondents disagreed 

and strongly disagreed respectively (See Figure 1 below). The implication of this findings is that 

more than other period, the prevalence of party switching is at the National level. Thus, undermining 

the gains of democracy in Nigeria, as politicians in other countries do not regard Nigerian politicians 

given their quest for personal gains at the detriment of public good. It further portray Nigerian 

politicians to be lacking party discipline, as well as ideology compared to their counterparts abroad. 

Additionally, 32 (24.6%) respondents strongly agreed that politicians switch mostly to the 

opposition party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria. 23 (17.7%) respondents agreed that politicians 

switch mostly to the opposition party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria, and 17 (13.1%) 

respondents were indifferent. While 37 (28.5%) respondents disagreed that politicians switch 

mostly to the opposition party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria, 21 (16.2%) respondents strongly 

disagreed (See Figure 1 below). This further posit that politicians during this period did not switch 

mostly to the opposition, rather to the ruling party, hence justifying the money-politics syndrome 

that has beclouded the country’s political landscape. 

Interestingly, 96 (73.8%) of the total respondents strongly agreed that politicians switch mostly to 

the ruling party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria, and 19 (14.6%) agreed that politicians switch 

mostly to the ruling party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria. 6 (4.6%) respondents were indifferent, 

4 (3.1%) respondents disagreed that politicians switch mostly to the ruling party between 2015 and 

2021 in Nigeria, and 5 (3.8%) respondents strongly disagreed that politicians switch mostly to the 

ruling party between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria (See Figure 1 below). Furtherance to the above, it is 

evident from this result that the respondents believed cases of party switching recorded in this period 

was largely to the ruling party, hence weakening the spirit of opposition party in Nigeria. 
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Going forward, results indicated that 14 (11%) out of the total respondents claimed that the range 

of party-switching activities between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria was few. While 107 (81.9%) 

respondents claimed that the range of party-switching activities between 2015 and 2021 in Nigeria 

was many, 9 (7.1%) were undecided (See Figure 2 below). Evidently, this result has reiterated the 

reality of Nigeria’s political lexicon. This is because, the frequency of these switches do not only 

slow the pace of democratic progress in Nigeria, but also threatens the entrenchment of democratic 

values, as well as its sustainability in the country. 

Thus, responses from the respondents revealed that the majority (73.8%) and (52.3%) claimed 

politicians mostly switch to the ruling party between 2015 and 2021 and the phenomenon of party 

switching was prevalent at the National level compared to the State within this period respectively.  

Finally, the result depicts that between 2015 and 2021, cases of party switching in Nigeria were 

enormous and overwhelming as the majority (81.9%) of the respondents claimed.  

 

Figure 1: Pattern of Party Switching in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic between 2015 and 2021 

 

Figure 2: Range of Party Switching Activities Across Parties in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic (2015 – 2021) 

While also relying on analyses of reports gotten via interviews, one of the respondents opined that 

party switching in Nigeria has become part of our political culture and is now engraved within our 

political lexicon which is fast becoming a norm. The pattern of party switching in Nigeria’s Fourth 

Republic is mostly driven by the interest of politicians in securing offices, hence the reason they 
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switch to a party that fosters their aspirations. Corroborating the above, another respondent affirmed 

that the pattern of party switching in Nigeria between 2015 and 2021 revolved around politicians 

switching from the opposition parties to the ruling party because of peculiar interests, the quest for 

political power and access to the nation’s resources. In tandem with the view of other respondents, 

the argument of ‘personal interest’ as a major reason for politicians switching parties was shared by 

another respondent when he stated that “the pattern of party switching in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic 

is conditioned by personal interest at each point, hence the reason they switch to a party which favors 

them, mostly the party in power”. Also, an argument raised by another respondent was that hunger 

for political power as well as personal benefits serves as motivations for politicians to switch from 

the opposition to the ruling party. 

From the foregoing, it can be deduced that party switching in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic between 

2015 and 2021 was patterned in such a way and manner that politicians switch parties mostly to the 

ruling party in order to protect their interest of clinging to power. In addition, the switching of parties 

in Nigeria is largely conditioned by politicians’ selfish and personal gains at the expense of service 

delivery. Hence, the prevalence of the act in the Fourth Republic. 

Implications of Party Switching for Nigeria Democratic sustainability in the Fourth 

Republic 
The question aims to ascertain if there are implications of party switching for Nigeria's democracy 

in the Fourth Republic. The significance of the question lies in the fact that while the majority of 

the respondents (via interview) are of the opinion that the persistent practice of party switching does 

connote a negative impact on democracy and threatens democratic sustainability in Nigeria’s Fourth 

Republic, very few amongst the respondents aver that the act exerts some elements of positivity on 

Nigeria democracy and thus, should not be wholly regarded as a menace. For the majority of the 

respondents, party switching does not connote any positive impact on Nigeria's democracy, rather it 

poses negative and dangerous threats to it, as well as killing it. Lending credence to their arguments 

is the claim that the persistent act of party switching has made advanced countries regard Nigerian 

politicians as ‘prostitutes’ and as such, they don’t take them seriously, which does affect the image 

of the country in the international arena. However, it is worthy of note to state that some of the 

respondents (very few) advanced that some positivity could be drawn from the act of party switching 

and based their argument on the perspective of “public service” as against “selfish interest”. They 

claimed that when the issue of party switching is analysed from the viewpoint of politicians who 

does so in the interest of the ‘public’ and not for ‘selfish interest’, the positive effects on democracy 

are glaring. By and large, it can be inferred that the majority of the respondents were of the opinion 

that the implication of party switching for Nigerian democracy in the Fourth Republic was a 

negative, damaging and undesirable one, which in turn, undermines the consolidation of our 

democracy. Also, it was deduced that some positivity could be drawn from the act of switching 

parties if they are done on an ideological basis and/or in the national interest, in lieu of personal or 

selfish interest, as it’s mostly the case in Nigeria. 
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Discussion of Findings 

Pattern of Party Switching and Implications for Nigeria's Democracy in the Fourth 

Republic between 2015 and 2021 
The findings of this study showed that between 2015 and 2021, politicians switch parties mostly to 

the ruling party solely because of their interests. This position is supported by the findings of this 

study which showed that 88.4% (sum of strongly agreed and agreed in Figure 1) of the respondents 

gave positive responses that politicians switched mostly to the ruling party between 2015 and 2021 

in order to secure political gains, be it appointments, contracts, money, etc. In the same vein, the 

findings showed that between 2015 and 2021, the act of switching is more prevalent at the National 

level compared to the State level. This position is supported by the findings of this study which 

showed that 79.2% (sum of strongly agreed and agreed in Figure 1) of the respondents gave their 

positive responses that party switching was more prevalent at the National level between 2015 and 

2021. Furthermore, this study’s findings discovered that the range of party switching between 2015 

and 2021 was quite alarming and overwhelming. This position is supported by the findings of this 

study which revealed that 81.9% of the respondents consented that the frequency of party switching 

between 2015 and 2021 were many. 

Therefore, the findings of this study supported the findings of Yakubu and Bamalli (2019) and 

Badejo, Agunyai, and Buraimo (2016) whose studies examined the effects of parliamentary cross-

carpeting on multi-party politics in the Nigeria’s Fourth Republic, case study of 8th Assembly and 

politics of defection and power game in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic with insight from the 7 th 

legislative Chamber respectively. The studies found that the phenomenon of party switching is 

prevalent at the National level in a very outrageous rate because the trend has become popular with 

Federal lawmakers (especially those in the lower chamber) in the Fourth Republic. Furthermore, the 

studies averred that factor such as, over-ambition, re-election concern, primacy of political power, 

zero-nature of governance and patronage politics spurred the party defections and as a result, 

politicians tends to switch to a party favorable to their aspirations, most likely the ruling party. 

This study also found that there were important ramifications for the development and maintenance 

of democracy in Nigeria. Few respondents argued that party switching could have some positive 

effects if it were done on an ideological basis, as is the case in advanced nations, while the majority 

of respondents believed that party switching has serious negative effects on the sustainability of 

democracy in Nigeria and threatens the development of the democratic system. Hence, the findings 

of this study were in accordance with the findings of Edet (2017) whose study focused on politics 

of defection and consequences for Nigerian democracy. The study found that Nigerian politicians’ 

baseless party defection has severe negative effects on consolidating democratic stability. According 

to Edet (2017), the act makes Nigerian democracy a parody, negates opposition parties’ principles 

in the political system, invalidates opposing opinions and limits the effectiveness of alternative 

political choices. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
Party switching is increasingly becoming a defining feature of Nigerian politics. One of the key 

issues impeding Nigeria's democracy's viability is brought to light by the act's widespread use by 
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Nigerian political figures. However, this study draws the conclusion from its findings that, while 

there may be some benefits to switching political parties based on ideological principles, the 

persistent practice of doing so for personal gain is inimical to democracy and will have a negative 

impact on Nigeria's Fourth Republic democracy. 

However, based on the findings of this study and in a bid to curtail the incessant rate of party 

switching, which in turn, will deepen and strengthen the democratisation process in Nigeria, this 

study made the following recommendations. 

First, the study recommends constitutional reformation on party switching in a manner that will be 

all-inclusive (that is, the inclusion of the executive arm) and the ambiguity, clearly spelt out. When 

the conditions of the provision are explicitly clear with implementable penalties for defaulters, the 

spate of party switching will reduce drastically. 

Another is that the role of internal party democracy cannot be overlooked. Political parties must 

ensure adherence to the tenets of a democratic system. Fairness, justice and equity have to be in 

place, guiding the activities of political parties in Nigeria. 

Also, while it is imperative for political parties to have a definite ideology, politicians themselves 

should be ideologically driven and uphold political values. They should be known for what they 

stand for, what they believe in, and what they intend to achieve for the people they represent in 

power. 

Additionally, the de-monetisation of politics will go a long way in combating the spate of party 

switching as it would de-emphasise the primacy of political power and make politics less lucrative 

and thus, only idealistic, futuristic and nationalistic leaders will take the mantle of power. 

Furthermore, political parties should domesticate stringent conditions such as time-frame (at least a 

year) for party switchers before contesting for any elections under the party platform or holding any 

position within the party structure, in their respective party constitutions. This would help reduce 

the frequent occurrence of party switching in the Fourth Republic. 

Lastly, given the danger the proliferation of party switching poses to democracy, the influence of 

the ‘money bags’ and/or god-fathers within the parties should be curtailed and discipline be enforced 

within parties and among politicians in Nigeria. 
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