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Abstract

The problem of forceful conversion from one religion to another has no doubt contributed to violence
outbreak between Christians and Muslims in Jos. Some willing converts have suffered rejection from
family members, thus casting dark spots on family relationships and peaceful coexistence. This study
investigates conversion among Muslims and Christians in Jos North Local Government, and its effects
on peaceful coexistence. The study employs descriptive survey design, and uses simple-random sampling
technique to select its sample size. Questionnaire was used to collect primary data from respondents. A
total number of 230 questionnaires were administered to respondents, and 200 were retrieved. Simple
percentage was used to determine the frequency of occurrence of responses. The study reveals that, for
some individuals, conversion from one religion to another has not really changed the coexisting
relationship between converts and their family members, religion converted from and the general
populace. Although, in many other cases, it affects the relationship between converts and their
acquaintances. The study also shows that some conversion from one religion to another were on
personal decisions, while others were due to external influence. The study underscores that religion
plays an important role in shaping attitudes, thoughts, ideals and values of people. In view of the
recurrent religious tensions between the two dominant religious groups in Jos North, the study
concluded that there is a sustained culture of mutual suspicion and unhealthy rivalry between them, and
this has also affected conversion from either Christianity to Islam or from Islam to Christianity.
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Introduction

Islam and Christianity are religions that encourage and promote conversion through the means of
preaching as a way of calling people to their faiths by peaceful means and good character (Balogun, 2003).
Moreover, it is an undisputable fact that conversion has been one of the principal factors of winning more
hearts of people from one religion to the other which helped in increasing the number of adherents to a
particular religion. Conversion also involves elements that are dynamic and undergoes various stages in
convert's experience (Balogun, 2003). The matter, of course, is not simply about self-understanding, but
also in the ways that converts go about shaping their lives, homes, and societies in light of the shift in their
beliefs, practices, and self-understanding (Haynes 2015). Andreana (2017) noted the importance of
religious “conversion” in the colonial and postcolonial periods.

Bengt and Steed (2000) argued that, the birth of Christianity and Islam in Nigeria was due to contacts with
the Western and Arabic Worlds respectively. In spite of the fact that Christianity had been in Africa as far
back as the first century, and had extraordinary focus in ancient places like Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan, Libya,
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Tunisia, Algeria and so forth, Nigeria however had a taste of Christianity during the Portuguese missionary
venture in the sixteenth century. This was reinforced during the nineteenth century missionary venture of
the evangelical societies from Europe and America. Then again, Islam came to Nigeria in eleventh century
and was solidly established in the Kanen-Borno Empire. It is on record that Christianity has fundamentally
recorded a higher pace of transformation in terms of conversion, improvement and development over the
course of the years than Islam in view of its association with western civilization. For example, the number
of Christians in the country is 52.6%, while the Muslim populace is estimated at 41.7%. This quickly
developing pace of Christianity prompted a lot of competition, bigotry, and oppression from the Muslims
particularly in the Northern part of the Country. In any case, there is collaboration among Christians and
Muslims in the Southern, Western and Eastern part of the country (Bengt and Steed, 2000). However, the
experience in the northern part of the country it to some extent different as some level of challenges still
greets the relationship between the Christians and the Muslims.

This study therefore presents a materialist explanation of the new faith, through conversion and experience
among Muslims and Christians in Jos North LGA and its effects on peaceful co-existence between the
Christians and Muslims in the area.

Literature Review, Theoretical Review/ Background:

Christianity versus Islam: Jos North LGA experience

Conflict between Christianity and Muslim in Nigeria is a state of disagreement or argument between
people, groups, countries, etc. over a thing, opinion, belief, sentiment, feeling or impression. Conflicts are
interrelated because they occur between or enemy connected individuals such as teachers and students,
employer and among connected individuals such as teachers and students, employers and employees,
neighbors, religious associates, religious bodies or other persons whose interests within the same space,
and whose positions or stance influence others.

Living together harmoniously is crucial and constitutes a fundamental part of human existence. It permits
the creation of empathic and understanding society, and should be encouraged in Jos North Local
Government regardless of the tribe, religious affiliations and political inclinations. Peaceful coexistence
describes a process is concern with the mutual agreement between and among people with a view to living
together as one and whenever an issue comes up it can be collectively tackled without shedding blood. To
accomplish this, we have the obligation to get to know and comprehend each other as well as see ourselves
reflected in everyone around us. According to Oluwafemi (2019), “this social dynamic helps to promote
empathy, emotions, and tolerance. Not just Jos North Alone must live in peaceful coexistence, but the
great nations must learn to live in harmony in order to reduce conflicts and differences among individuals
of different cultures, religious, ethnicity and political beliefs”.

Rojas (2021) perceives coexistence to be basically the craft of knowing how to share and taking part in the
existences of others, while permitting them to become engaged with our own reality. If it is hard for
individuals from the same family to live together harmoniously at peace time, it is not hard to understand
how difficult coexistence can be in a place like Jos North Local government Area with individuals of
different religious affiliation or faith. As noted by Rojas (2021), “it takes more than a few agreements, fine
words, and peace treaties to ensure harmonious coexistence in local Government like Jos North” (Rojas,
2021). Moreover, it requires human commitment and willpower to achieve a fruitful coexistence among
various religious adherents. This is why; all hands must be on deck in playing effective roles towards
achieving the needed results.
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According to Beckford (2003), one of the reasons why the topic of religion is a challenge for simplistic
version of globalization is that, by definition religion is self-reflexive. Religions are not simply the effects
of external forces; they are also agent, observers and critics of their own development. In light of this
statement, one can also examine religious conversion in the context of self-reflexivity. Before delving
further into the experiences of converts into different religion, this background will provide a clear
definition of the religious conversion process in general.

To gain insight to the conversion process, a seven-stage model created by Rambo and Farhadian (1993) is
utilized to show the phases of the process that occurred over a period of time. These seven phases are:
context, comprising of the general environment where change happens, factors while facilitating or
restraining change; crisis, a phase in which there is a split in the underestimated world which prompted it;
quest stage in which the individual effectively looks for significance and a better approach for facing their
concern; encounter is contact between the questioner and the advocate of a new option; interaction is the
reinforcing of the conversion cycle by which the potential converts and advocates give changes in
discernments and activities; commitment is the stage where the questioner pursues the choice to completely
change their life and embrace another belief system; and consequences include aggregate impacts of
different encounters, beliefs and actions that can either facilitate or frustrate their conversion.

According to Bruce (2010), Conversion to Christianity or Islam is the religious switch of a person either
from Christianity to Islam or from Islam to Christianity. Different sects of Christianity or Islam may
perform different kinds of rituals or ceremonies on a convert in order to initiate them into a community of
believers. The most commonly accepted ritual of conversion in Christianity is through baptism, but this is
not universally accepted among Christian denominations. A period of instruction and study almost always
ensues before a person is formally converted into Christianity and becomes a church member, but the
length of this period varies, sometimes as short as a few weeks and possibly less, and other times, up to as
long as a year or possibly more. Social scientists have shown great interest in the Christian and Islam
conversion as a religious experience that believers describe as strengthening their faith and changing their
lives. Christianization, defined as the "reformulation of social relations, cultural meanings, and personal
experience in terms of (commonly accepted or supposed) Christian and Islam ideals"”, should be
distinguished from conversion. Christianization is the broader cultural term, and typically has involved
efforts to systematically convert an individual or an entire continent or culture from existing beliefs to
either Islam or Christianity (Bruce, 2010).

In the same vein, Beckford (2003) asserted that when you are converted into a particular religion, before
you adopt the understanding of their doctrines and teachings, you must adapt. In this sense, you need to
learn, obey, serve and observe. These moments draw you to acquiring the skills to carry on in the journey
of your faith. Whatever you are taught to help you in understanding your new faith is the experience you
gain from that conversion. This experience will help in converting others and also it will help you in
preaching good news to your society about religion and peaceful coexistence between these religions.
From the researchers’ view of new faith, this is a process of devotion to a particular religion by a member
who converted from an old religion to a new one. New faith may be as a result of personal choice or being
forced to accept an offer of converting from one religious’ group to another either with interpersonal or
intrapersonal judgment. Environmental factors may affect new faith which includes: the area you live,
work place, school environment and other social organizations. Before someone converts to a particular
religion, there must be a reason or reasons which is/are personally known to that person (Beckford, 2003).

40



ILORIN JOURNAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT VOL. 7 NO. 2., DEC. 2023

Awojobi (2007) noted that for the sake of conversion, there is common doubt among religious individuals
to the extent that illogical meanings are often read to pretty much every religious activity of any individual
whose religion is not the same as their own. Additionally, the introduction of Sharia in some parts of
northern Nigeria triggered conflict among Christians and Muslim in the region. The issue of Islamic Sharia
Law has for quite some time been a controversial matter that undermines the unity and peaceful
coexistence of any multi-religious country like Nigeria. In Northern Nigeria where Sharia is practiced,
some Christians who converted from Islam to Christianity are executed. Yet, Christians will not stop any
of their relations from joining Islam if they so wish. Also, the narrative there is such that Christians must
not put on a cross medal, a cross or show Christian religious books in public space where Muslims pass
by and in markets or city areas. Sharia was the justification for religious crisis in northern parts of Nigeria
particularly in Kaduna, Jos, Kano, Bauchi, Kafanchen, Zamfara, Yobe, Damaturu, Maiduguri, and so on.

The example of Jos North, a multi-ethnic and multi-religious city in the Plateau State, Nigeria, is a genuine
illustration of an area that has recorded a high frequency of conflicts. From 2001, Jos North Local
Government deteriorated into a conflict zone due to high level of violence which emerged from a series of
conflicts among the main religious groups in the area. Following this, various lives and property were lost.
For example, in September 2001, 915 lives were purportedly lost following one of the conflicts. In
November 2008, an enormous number of individuals lost their lives and property in another conflict. Jos
North Local Government Area became the site of periodic conflicts, which plainly makes it one of the
significant savagery zones as well as one of the major conflict and violence flashpoints Nigeria. In addition
to the aforementioned, the peculiarity in Jos has made it an area of interest for researchers.

In spite of various peaceful coexistence endeavors, tension in Jos North is at their most terrible level. In
Jos North, violent conflicts are not only intentionally politically triggered during election periods, but
occurred at every other time. In Jos North, small-scale reprisal and revenge killings occurred in 2010 as a
result of religious crisis. The situation became so tense that residents of the area feared that any minor
incident could set the town ablaze (Azareem and Saka, 2007). The Jos North Local Government Area
crises, like many other conflicts, have many causes which are remote and instant. However, religion,
politics and ethnicity are the main reasons for Jos North conflicts, and these factors are said to be
unavoidable in various clans, religion and political mindset in a society like Jos North Local Government
Area. Also, communal conflict is likewise is linked to political, social and economic factors, and their
“prerequisite include injustice, inequality, bad governance and discriminations among people living”
(Krause, 2011).

Over the years, before the advent of Jos north crisis, there was a strong mutual relationship between the
Christians and Muslims which made them to live as neighbors and worked together. As time revealed itself
in a negative form, conflict rose between the Christians and Muslims which created a gap between these
two religions. Religious conflict would have created the mindsets of families not to allow their children or
family members convert from their original religious practice to another. The misconception between the
Muslims and Christians has led to a lot of human rights denial which include freedom of movement, speech
and especially freedom of religion (Fisher, 2013).
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Conversion between Christians and Muslims causes conflict in Jos North Local Government due to pre-
existing conflict between Christians and Muslims living within the area. Fisher added that “there are many
reports of tension as a result of conversion wherever these two faiths meet because of the past grudges
they have for each other” (Fisher, 2013). Muslims who want to enquire about the Christian faith and the
church are often treated suspiciously by Christians and are not welcomed. This is because many Christians
have a stereotyped, misinformed view about Muslims being ‘terrorists’, 'opportunists', ‘'money greedy
people whom one cannot trust' and the like. On the other hand, Christians who convert to become Muslims
are often treated unjustly by their Christian friends and relatives. Their motives are seen as of ‘worldly
nature' rather than religious. Nevertheless, one has to admit, that such views are often fuelled by statements
and attitudes made of people with different perceptions towards a specific religion (Fisher, 2013).

In addition, even if a family will allow their child(ren) convert to a particular religion of their choice, the
child(ren) may lose total care from the parents and friends; because of this, there are problems emanating
from the act of conversion and new faith hungers are challenged by it. This in many instances create
conflict between the members of the old religion and the new religion the person converted to. The old
religion being converted from, could accuse the new accepted religion of using maneuvering act to lure
the convert. If everyone follows the doctrines and the commandments contained in both the Qur’an and
the Bible, there will be less problem. It is important to us to note that these Holy Books advocate and
emphasis peace as commonality. Therefore, creating a gap for hatred to swing between these two religions
(Christianity and Islam) in Jos North Local Government of Plateau state is not necessary. Community and
religion organizations have immense role to play in addressing the challenge. Since many of the conflicts
happen within community, Irene (2023) argued that informal peace infrastructure (IPC) can contribute in
dousing tension and resolving conflicts, if IPC are created within the local communities in the local
government.

Methodology

The quantitative method of data collection was employed; therefore, this study employed a descriptive
survey design appropriate to get responses directly from the respondents of the study. The population of
this study was the total dwellers of Jos North Local Government Area in plateau state. The data for this
study were collected from both primary and secondary sources. Under the primary sources, the
questionnaires were used by the researcher to gather raw and firsthand information from the population of
the study. The library materials such as books, journals, newspapers and internet were used as secondary
sources. Similarly, the study made use of the simple-random sampling technique would be employed.
Given the nature and size of the population and limitations, a sample of 230 respondents from the areas
under survey was selected and 200 questionnaires were returned. The participant observation targeted both
male and female converts from Islam and the general public. Four selected regions situated within Jos
North Local Government Area were used which includes: Faringada, Rukuba Road, Gada biu and Bauchi
Road. Therefore, the data collected through administration of questionnaire were presented in frequency
and percentage table.

Analysis

This section presents data collected from the respondents. A total number of 230 of questionnaires were
administered and 200 were collected and valid for data presentation and analysis. Therefore, the following
tables below present the socio-demographic characteristic of the respondents and the results of data
collected.
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Table 1: Demographic features of respondents
Distribution of Respondents by sex

Male 110 55.0
Female 90 45
Total 200 100
Distribution of Respondents by Sex
18-25 115 57.5
26 33 50 25.0
34-41 15 7.5
41 and above 20 10.0
Total 200 100.0
Distribution of Respondents by level of Education
First Leaving Certificate 10 5.0
SSCE 65 325
NCE/ND 110 55.0
HND/BSC 10 5.0
MSC/M.ED 5 2.5
Others - -
Total 200 100.0
Distribution of Respondents by Marital Status
Single 65 32.5
Married 105 52.5
Divorced 16 8.0
Widow 14 7.0
Total 200 100.0
Distribution of respondents by Occupation
Business 90 45.0
Civil servant 25 12.5
Farmer 65 32.5
Others 20 10.0
Total 200 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2021

Table 1 above shows that out of the 200 respondents, 110 representing (55.0%) are males and 90
representing (45.0%) are females. The highest respondents are males with 110 (55.0%). The implication
of these data in Jos North is that more male respondents are involved in the study. In the same table above,
out of the 200 respondents, 115 representing (57.5%) of the respondents are between the ages of 18 — 25,
50 representing (25.0%) are between the ages of 26 — 33, 15 representing (7.5%) are between the ages of
34 — 41, while 20 representing (7.7%) 41 years above. The implication of these data is most of the
participants are between the ages of 26-. Furthermore, that out of the 200 respondents, 10 representing
(5.0%) of the respondents are first leaving certificate holders, 65 representing (32.5%) of the respondents
have SSCE, 110 representing (55.0%) are N.C.E/ND holders, 10 representing (5.0%) are B.Sc/HND
holders, 5 representing (2.5%) are M.Sc/M.ED holders. The implication of these data is that those with
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NCE/HND educational level are more involved in the study. Similarly, in the same table, out of the 200
respondents, 65 representing (32.5%) are single, 105 representing (52.5%) are married, 16 representing
(8.0%) are divorced and 14 representing (7.0%) are widows. The implication of these data is married
people were more involved in the study. Lastly, out of the 200 respondents, 90 representing (45.0%) of
the respondents are into business, 25 (12.5%) are civil servants, 65 representing (32.5%) are farmers and
20 representing (10.0%) are in other establishment. The implication of these data is that business owners
were more involved in the study.

Research Question One: What is the effect of conversion on peaceful coexistence?

Table 2: Showing Responses to the effect of conversion on peaceful coexistence

Items Yes No Can’t TOTAL
say

Do you think your conversion to another | 30 158 12 (6%) | 200

religion has brought peace between you and | (15%) (79%) (1009%6)

your house?

As a result of your conversion, has it brought | 50 135 15 200
peace and harmony between you and the | (25%) (67.5%) (7.5%) (1009%6)
previous religion you converted from?

Does your conversion affect your relationship | 170 28 (14%) | 2 (1.0%) | 200
with other religious adherent in your place of | (85%) (100%0)
work/business?

As a result of conversion, does it affect your | 168 23 9 (4.5%) | 200
relationship with your friends from the | (84%) (11.5%) (100%0)

previous religion you converted from?

Source: Field Survey 2021

From the table above 30 (15%) replied “Yes” to the question that conversion to another religion has
brought peace between you and your house; 158 (79%) replied to “No” and 12 (6%) “Can’t say”; In the
same table, 50 (25%) replied to ‘yes’ that as a result of conversion, has it brought peace and harmony
between you and the previous religion you converted from, 135 (67.5%) replied ‘No’ and 15 (7.5%) replied
to “Can’t say”. Also, in the same table, 170 (85%) replied “Yes” to does your conversion affect your
relationship with other religious adherent in your place of work/business, 28 (14%) replied “No” while 2
(1%) replied to “Can’t say”. Furthermore, replying to the last item on the table, 168 (84%) replied to “Yes”
that as a result of conversion, does it affect your relationship with your friends from the previous religion
you converted from, 23 (11.5%) replied “No” and 9 (4.5%) replied to “Can’t say”. Out of the responses
158 (79%), 135 (67.5%), 170 (85%) and 168 (84%) were the highest items.
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Furthermore, from the result in the table above, the inferences show that conversion from one religion
hasn’t really changed the coexisting relationship between converts and their family members, religion
converted from and the general populace. Although the results also revealed that some have had challenges
due to conversion and this has affected the relationship between converts and their acquaintances.

Research Question Two: What is the purpose of conversion and its effects on peaceful coexistence
in Jos North LGA?
Table 3: Showing Responses to the purpose of conversion and its effects on peaceful coexistence in Jos

North LGA
Items Yes No Can’t TOTAL
say
Do you think it is someone’s true intention | 135 50 15 200

that makes them to convert from one religion | (67.5%) (25.0%) (7.5%) (100%0)
to another?

Do you think some people are converted by | 190 10 - 200
their friends/family (95.0%) (5.0%) (100%0)
Do you think when people convert from one | 170 28 2(1.0%) | 200
religion to another they must have been | (85.0%) (14.0%) (100%)
forced or threatened?

Do you think psychological features like | 168 23 9 (4.5%) | 200
trauma can make someone to convert from | (84.0%) (11.5%) (100%)

his/her religion to another?

Source: Field Survey 2021

From the table above 135 (67.5%) replied “Yes” to the question that they think it is someone’s true
intention that makes them to convert from one religion to another; 50 (25%) replied to “No” and 15 (7.5%)
“Can’t say”; in the same table, 190 (95%) replied to “Yes” that they think some people are converted by
their friends/family and 10 (5%) replied “No”. Also, in the same table, 170 (85%) replied “Yes” that think
when people convert from one religion to another they must have been forced or threatened, 28 (14%)
replied “No” while 2 (1%) replied to “Can’t say”. Furthermore, replying to the last item on the table, 168
(84%) replied to “Yes” that they think psychological features like trauma can make someone to convert
from his/her religion to another, 23 (11.5%) replied “No” and 9 (4.5%) replied to “Can’t say”. Out of the
responses 190 (95%), 170 (85%), 168 (84%) and 135 (67.5%) were the highest items.

Furthermore, from the result in the table above, the inferences show that there are diverse reasons
responsible for conversion from one religion to another thereby some are personal and some converted as
a result of been mandated by either family members or peers and otherwise. It is clear that from the results
above reasons like mental and spiritual trauma actually prompt conversion, this simply indicate that people
convert from one religion due to the stress, pains, disturbance etc. of the previous faith.
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Research Question Three: What are the experiences of converts and its effects on peaceful
coexistence in Jos North LGA?

Table 4: Showing the Responses to the experiences of converts and it effects on peaceful coexistence in
Jos North LGA

Items Yes No Can’t say TOTAL
As a result of conversion do you think | 125 75 (37.5%) | - 200
your recent religion you converted to | (62.5%) (100%)

treats you better than the one you left?

Are the teachings and doctrines of | 135 50 (25%) 15 (7.5%) 200
Christianity different from that of | (67.5%) (100%)
Muslim

Since you became a Muslim or a | 150 28 (14%) 22 (11.0%) | 200
Christian have you ever been part of a | (75.0%) (100%0)
protest for peaceful coexistence?

In your religion, do they allow you to | 180 (90%) | 20 (10.0%) | - 200
associate with other people from (100%0)

different religion?

Source: Field Survey 2021

From the table above 125 (62.5%) responded “Yes” that As a result of conversion do you think your recent
religion you converted to treats you better than the one you left; 75 (37.5%) responded to “No”; in the
same table, 135 (67.5.0%) responded to “Yes” that the teachings and doctrines of Christianity are different
from that of Muslim, 50 (25.0%) responded to “No” and 15 (7.5%) responded to “Can’t say”; furthermore,
in the same table, 150 (75.0%) responded to “Yes” that Since you became a Muslim or a Christian have
you ever been part of a protest for peaceful coexistence, 28 (14.0%) responded to “No” and 22 (11.0%)
responded “Can’t say”. Also, replying to the last item on the table, 180 (90%) responded to “Yes” that in
their religion, do they allow you to associate with other people from different religion and 20 (10.0%)
responded to “No”. Out of the responses 180 (90.0%), 150 (75.0%) 135 (67.5%), and 125 (62.5%) were
the highest items.

In addition, results in the table above revealed that converts are faced with different experiences as a result
of change of faith. Furthermore, this assumed that when you change from one religion to another there are
always doctrines, practices, norms, ethics and regulation that differ from the previous religion and these
practical elements may yield positive or negative impact depending the way the convert sees it.

Research Question Four: What are the roles of religious houses in promoting peaceful coexistence
in Jos North LGA?

46



ILORIN JOURNAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT VOL. 7 NO. 2., DEC. 2023

Table 5: Showing the responses to the roles of religious houses in promoting peaceful coexistence in Jos

North LGA.
Items Yes No Can’t TOTAL
say
Do you think religious leaders are doing their | 170 28 2 (1.0%) | 200
best to see that peace is returned to Jos North | (85%) (14%) (100%0)
LGA?
Do you think some religious houses are not | 135 50 15 200

participating in the mediation for peaceful | (67.5%) (25%) (7.5%) (100%0)
coexistence as a result of sentiment in Jos North

LGA?

Do you think both Muslim and Christian leaders | 200 - - 200
need to come together to see that peace is | (100%) (100%0)
returned to Jos North LGA?

Do vyou think the leaders in your | 200 - - 200
church/mosques should join hands with the | (100%) (100%0)

government in making sure there is peaceful
coexistence among Muslims and Christians in
Jos North LGA?

Source: Field Survey 2021

From the table above 170 (85.0%) responded to “Yes” that they think religious leaders are doing their best
to see that peace is returned to Jos North LGA, 28 (14.0%) responded to “No” and 2 (1.0%) responded to
“Can’tsay”. Also, in the same table, 135 (67.5%) responded to “Yes” that they think some religious houses
are not participating in the mediation for peaceful coexistence as a result of sentiment in Jos North LGA,
50 (25.0%) responded “No” while 11 (7.5%) responded to “Can’t say”. Similarly, on the same table 200
(100%) responded to “Yes” that they think both Muslim and Christian leaders need to come together to
see that peace is returned to Jos North LGA. Furthermore, replying to the last item on the table, 200
(100.0%) responded to “Yes” that they think the leaders in your church/mosques should join hands with
the government in making sure there is peaceful coexistence among Muslims and Christians in Jos North
LGA. Out of the responses 200 (100%), 200 (100%), 170 (85%), 135 (67.5%) were the highest items.

In addition, results from above indicate the roles played by religion houses which includes the Christian
clergies (Pastors) and the Muslim clergies (Imam) and other high positioned members in promoting
peaceful cohabitation among the inhabitants of Jos North Local Government. The data presented that
religious houses create positive impact in seeing that there is peaceful coexistence among the religious
adherents with the collaboration of government and other stakeholders.
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Conclusion

In Jos North Local Government Area of Plateau State, they have been series of conflict and these conflicts
have been caused as a result of religious differences and intolerance. The religious conflict was first
witnessed in the year 2001 where people’s lives and properties were destroyed. It is believed that religion
has been the major cause of conflict among Muslims and Christians in Jos North and it is also assumed
that religion can also become a tool to avert religious conflict in Jos North. It is absolutely ascertained that
religion plays an important role in forming our attitudes and thoughts, ideals and values of living. In view
of the recurrent religious tensions between the two dominant religious groups in Jos North, it became
necessary for this study to present a materialist explanation of the new faith, through conversion and
experience among Muslims and Christians in Jos North LGA and its effects on peaceful co-existence
between the Christians and Muslims in the area.

The particular religion of a person is usually determined for him/her by accident of birthplace, by obscure
historical events, or by current political situations. Most people are not sufficiently free to choose for
themselves which road they should follow in order to solidify and fulfill their inner religious ambition. If
you are born into a Christian family, you are mandated to be a Christian and follow the beliefs and doctrines
of Christianity. They tend quite uncritically, and in good faith, to accept the way of their fathers: the way
of their culture-religion, whatever that may be. Therefore as it’s revealed in the study that there are diverse
reasons responsible for conversion from one religion to another which could be as personal decision or
mandated by family members, peers and other associates.

Islam and Christianity are two living faiths which claim to have a mission to all peoples on earth. The
study revealed conversion to new faith, religious intolerance is a tool to religious violence in Jos North
Local Government Area, and there is a sustained culture of mutual suspicion and unhealthy rivalry between
the two religions divide, and this affects conversion from either Christianity to Islam or from Islam to
Christianity. Additionally, it pointed out that violence is fuelled by religious discrimination in Jos North
Local Government which is based on the wrong perception of other people’s religion or faith, wrong
religious orientation, the low literacy level of religious adherents. Furthermore, it implicates features like
selfishness on the part of religious personalities, pervasive poverty, government involvement in religious
matters, among others as being responsible for Jos North Local Government interreligious conflicts; and
that this has not only affected Jos North alone but Plateau state as well. Similarly, religious houses are
trying their best to see that there is peaceful coexistence among different religious adherent converts or
not.

The study concludes by frowning at intolerant devotional styles and discrimination against persons of
differing beliefs. It underscores the needs for people of different religion affiliations to tolerate one another
and live in peace.

Limitation
The sensitivity of religions matters contributes in posing accessibility limitation in relation to reaching

some individuals for data collection. Time constraints and financial challenges were major limitations in
this study. Inadequate funding was particularly in adding additional value to the study.
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Recommendations
For the purpose of study, the following recommendations should be

i In interfaith dialogue adherents of different religions need to start to accept each other as they
are.

ii. Christianity and Islam are missionary movements and it is therefore vital that members of both
faiths begin to view each other in this way

iii. The pain caused in the past by the differences both religions had should not prevent them from
continuing to strive for better relations between the people of the two faiths n Jos North LGA.

iv. The government should support seminars on peaceful coexistence as to gain peace in Jos North
and Plateau as a whole

V. As it is written in the constitution of freedom of religion, anybody should be allowed to practice
his faith he or she wants.

Vi. Parents and cleric should encourage peaceful coexistence by embracing the ideas of living
together

Suggestions for Future Research

While this study establishes that interreligious conversion in some cases affects relationship with
acquaintance and others, it is not clear to what extent this affects socio-economic activities involving the
concerned persons. A further study may want to explore this.
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